Assembly Fellowship Camp

15-19 October, 2009 at Century Pines Resort, Cameron Highlands

Lessons to be Learnt from the Group Names of AFC participants:

By KC Ung
A. SHECHEM

· Personal and Place name meaning, “shoulder, back.” 
· The city of Abram’s Arrival in the land beginning from a series of departures.
Gen. 12:6-7
1. Abram’s 1st Departure out of his Comfort zone.

Gen. 12:1

Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 

unto a land that I will show thee – Abram had to Obey and Trust.

Cf. 11:29-31
For His obedience, God blessed Him with His Covenant.
Gen. 12:2, 3 cf. 15:18

2. Abram’s 2nd Departure out of Ur and Haran for Canaan.
Gen. 11:28, 31; 12:4, 5

So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him…

and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

Middle-age relative to our generation.
3. Abram arrived at Shechem where God Confirmed His Covenant.
Gen. 12:6, 7

a. God’s Appearance to Abram.
b. The Confirmation of the Covenant in the presence of the Canaanites.
12:6b

And the Canaanite was then in the land.

i. Yet God Promised, Unto thy seed will I give this land:

12:7b
ii. And Abram believed and Placed an altar there.

12:7c
4. Abram’s 3rd departure from Shechem.

i. He Arrived at a place between Bethel and Ai.

Gen. 12:8

ii. There he built another altar and Called on the Lord to Confirm his trust.
12:8
Or it could read: he proclaimed the Name of the Lord.

See BETHEL

B. BETHEL = house of God
Entering Canaan, Abraham built an altar at Bethel, calling “upon the name of the Lord’    12:8 
and returned here after his time in Egypt.
        13:3
1. Abram’s 4th departure to the south (Negev = dry) from Bethel.
Gen. 12:9
a. Abraham’s sojourn to Egypt because of Famine.
Gen. 12:10-20

b. His deception for Fear of his life - 
12:11-14
Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; 
12:13
and my soul shall live because of thee.

c. Abram’s False prosperity:
Gen. 12:14-16
He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, 
(NIV)
male and female donkeys, menservants and maidservants, and camels.

d. The Deception Discovered and Abram Ashamed.
Gen. 12:17-20 
behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: 



2. Abram’s 5th departure out of Egypt back to back to the south (Negev)
Gen. 13:1-4

a. His Relationship with his wife put Right – he and his wife.
13:1

b. His Relationship with his Relative put right – and Lot with him
13:1

c. His Relationship with his Riches put Right – Abram was very rich
13:2

3. Abram’s departure Back to Bethel.
Gen. 13:2, NIV

From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place

 between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier and where he had first built an altar.

a. To put His Relationship Right with God – Unto the place of the altar
13:4a

b. To go Back to the Beginning – which he had made there at the first:
13:4b

c. To Renew his Relationship with God – 
13:4c

there Abram called on the name of the LORD.
Abraham’s Pilgrimage ct. Israel’s Wilderness Wanderings.

Num. 33

C. Gilgal =  “Circle,” and probably referring to a circle of stones or a circular altar.  
· Compare the Scriptural and Spiritual name: 
Josh. 5:9

This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.

· Here the Israelites were circumcised and they observed the Passover 
before entering the Promised land. 
Joshua 5

· After Crossing the Jordan, Joshua established the first Camp at Gilgal.
Josh. 4:19 

· There Joshua took twelve stones from the bed of the river to set up a Memorial 
for the Miraculous crossing. 
· Gilgal, the first foothold on Palestinian soil, became Israel’s first worship place,

where they were circumcised and resumed observing the Passover. 

· There God Appeared to Joshua and Affirmed his mission 
Josh. 5:13-15
1. At Gilgal, the Monument to Faith in God and Victory erected.
Josh. 4:19, 20
a. The Camp set up after Crossing River Jordan 
b. Note the Challenge to Faith at the Commencement: 

i. The Seething Waters of Jordan in front

3:15

ii. The Sight of Jericho in the distance.

3:16

c. The Commemoration of the 12 Stones in water and on land.
Josh. 4:20-24

i. The Memorial of Being dead and Buried to sin 

{Rom. 
ii. And being raised to Walk in newness of life.

{6:3-11

2. The Memory of Egypt erased.
Josh. 5:2-9
The 2nd Circumcision – circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.
5:2

a. The 1st. Circumcision – Confirmation of God’s Covenant with Abraham.
Gen. 17:10

b. The 2nd Circumcision – Confirmation of God’s Covenant with the Children of Israel  Josh. 5:2-9

3. The Memorial of the Passover observed.
Josh. 5:10-11

a. The Memorial of the Passover restored.
5:10-11
Cf. The Memorial of the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:26, NIV
Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

b. The Manna ceased and the Produce of the Land eaten.
5:12

c. The Man, the Captain of the host of the Lord, Preeminently worshipped.
5:13-15
i. The Man Challenged – Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?
5:13 cf. Rom. 8:31

ii. The Man ready to Contest – a Man…with his sword drawn in his hand.

5:13

iii. The Man would be the Captain of the host of the LORD

5:14
· Joshua’s Obeisance – Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship.
5:14
· Joshua waited for his Options – What saith my Lord unto his servant?
5:14

· Joshua’s told of his Obligation – 

Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy.
5:15
· Joshua’s Obedience – And Joshua did so.
From then onwards, Joshua had to obey the Captain and trust Him – OBEY and TRUST!

D. SALEM – abbreviation for JERUSALEM.
· Meaning, “founded by (god) Shalem” and also known as Beth-Shalem or House of Shalem. 

· First mentioned as Salem. 
Gen. 14:18 

· Later the author of Hebrews interpreted “Salem” to mean “peace” because of its 

similarity to shalom. 
Heb. 7:2

· Jerusalem is also called Zion, Jebus, Mount Moriah, and the city of David. 
1. Salem, the City of Melchizedek.
Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:1-3

This Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met 

Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;

a. Melchizedek was a King.

b. Melchizedek was a Priest.

c. Melchizedek was a King-Priest – no Israelite could be such.

d. Melchizedek was a type of Jesus whose priesthood was of the order of Melchizedek. Heb. 7:15, 17 

2. Salem, the City of Peace.
Heb. 7:2


by interpretation…King of Salem, which is, King of peace
Cf. Isa. 9:6

3. Salem, the City of the living God.
Heb. 12:22

In Salem also is His tabernacle, and His dwelling place in Zion.
Psa. 76:2

a. The King’s First Coming for Israel – the daughter of Sion:
Mt. 21:5; Jn. 12:15


Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 

meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.
b. Israel stumbled at the Stumbling Stone of Zion.
Rom. 9:33

As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of 

offence: and whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.
c. Israel to be Saved when the Saviour comes the Second time out of Zion.
Rom. 11:26

And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out

 of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:

d. The Innumerable Company of Saints in Mount Sion, the City of God.
Heb. 12:22, 23

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 


the heavenly Jerusalem,
i.  an innumerable company of angels,
12:22c

ii.  the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven,
12:23a


iii. the spirits of just men made perfect.[Old Testament saints]
12:23C
iv. The Lamb (standing) on the mount Sion, 
Rev. 14:1a

and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand, 


having his Father's name written in their foreheads. [Tribulation saints]
Rev.14:1b

Conclusion: 
Rev. 5:11-14

 I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne 
and the beasts and the elders:

 and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands;

Saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,

and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 

and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him

 that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

And the four beasts said, Amen. 

And the four and twenty elders fell down 
and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.

